Abortion opponents allege police harassment
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NORWALK, Connecticut (AP) -- Abortion opponents allege state police violated 

their civil rights by stopping them on a highway and arresting a passenger, 

but officers said Tuesday they stopped the group because their slow-moving 

vehicle created a traffic hazard with a display of photos of aborted fetuses.

The American Family Association Center for Law and Policy, which is 

representing the demonstrators, demanded an investigation into last 

Thursday's incident and said it plans to file a lawsuit.

"It appears that Connecticut has taken a page from Wyatt Earp's play book," 

said Brian Fahling, an attorney for the activists.

State police said they had not received a complaint but would investigate if 

requested. They denied the stop and arrest were politically motivated.

State police said they received several complaints from the public about the 

graphic nature of the photos and that the truck was driving so slowly in the 

center lane it was backing up traffic.

"Both the images and the vehicle's speed were causing a curiosity backup and 

causing a public-safety concern," Sgt. Roger Beaupre said.

A passenger, Michael Marcavage, 24, of Lansdowne, Pennsylvania, got out of 

the vehicle to videotape the incident and walked on the highway, Beaupre 

said. He was arrested after repeatedly refusing to get back into the vehicle 

for his own safety and was charged with interfering with police and reckless 

use of the highway by a pedestrian, police said.

Marcavage and his attorneys say Trooper David Febbraio berated him as 

a "Jesus-freak," a "wing-nut," "brainwashed" and "extremist."

Febbraio did not return calls seeking comment Tuesday. Beaupre said he could 

not comment about what may have been said during the highway stop.

Marcavage, director of Repent America, based in Philadelphia, said he spent 

four hours in jail before he was released on $1,000 bail. He denied that the 

activists were driving too slowly.

